6. Band
I. See if it's possible to dance to one of the songs
played by the band before the wedding.

ANYTIME BEFORE
THE WEDDING

WHEN YOU HAVE
AN APPOINTMENTA

AT LEAST ONCE
IN EVERY 2 MONTHS

WHEN THEY ARE READY

WHENEVER SCHEDULED AS FREQUENT AS POSSIBLE

1 WEEK AFTER
THE WEDDING

12. The Groom and His Men 17. Processional Music 22. Signing The Register
The groom, groomsmen, ushers and best man The wedding usher informs the organist that the The final stage of the ceremony is to sign the
bond together while having a hearty and healthy bride is ready. The processional music begins and register. This usually takes place with the bride

AFTER THE WEDDING

breakfast. the congregation stands. and groom, their parents, the best man, matron of
honor and their attendants present. A register
13. Getting Ready 18. Junior Wedding Attendants BTy E0fEy, [ ULl fen G ine Bids oy o

Start getting dressed, put on stockings and bridal The flower girls and page boy or ring bearer enters minister for her to keep.

garter, then bridal jewellery, next your wedding the church and walks down the aisle. If you have

8. Music

Don't ride to the wedding in silence. Make a few
mixes of your favorite mood-setting songs for your
trips to the ceremony, reception and home at the end

9. Picture of the cake
Ask to see how the cake looks as t is being made
before the wedding and see if you would like any

7. Bridesmades tea
The bride takes the bridesmades out for any meal
or cocktails; the idea is to thank everyone for their
friendship and support.

8. Bachelors dinner
The groom takes the best men out for any meal or
cocktails; the idea is to thank everyone for their
friendship and support.

9. Bachelor party
Usually organized by the bridesmaids.

10. Bachelorette party
Usually organized by the groomsmen.

11. Witnesses
Decide which witnesses will sign your marriage

gown and last of all your bridal shoes. The
bridesmaid should help you here.

14. Wedding Ushers

They stand outside the church, greeting and
directing the early guests to the appropriate
seating arrangements and handing out programs
or service notes and boutonniéres for guests.

15. Wedding Seating Arrangements

The bride's family and friends arrive and are
seated to the left of the church and the groom's
family and friends, to the right.

16. The Bride's Arrival

The bride and her father pause outside the church
for a few moments with the bridal party. The
bridesmaids help with the bride's hair, veil and
train. Just before the bride enters the church, the
matron of honor helps cover the brides face with

only four adults in your bridal party, eg: bride,
groom, matron of honor and best-man; the next to
follow is the matron of honor. The best man is
already at the front on the ceremony waiting with
the groom.

19. The Bride & Her Father

The bride enters the church, walking down the
aisle with her right arm resting on her father's left
arm.

20. Groom ¢& Best Man

The groom and best man move out of their pew
to the chancel steps, and turn to watch the
bride walking slowly down the aisle with her
father, side by side.

21. Bride's Father

Before the bride reaches the chancel steps, the
father takes his daughter's hand and places it in
the groom's right hand. He takes his seat next to

the veil - if it's a traditional veil and if it's part of his wife, his role completed.

your tradition. The covering of the brides face is
optional and will depend on the style of the veil
and headpiece.

23. Receiving guests

The bride will generally designate one or more
people to take care of taking guests to their seats.
Normally, the bridesmaids are responsible with
this.

24. Couple Announced
The master of ceremonies is the one generally
announcing the couple's arrival.

25. Welcome

Typically the bride's father welcomes everyone to
the wedding reception and thanks them for
coming.

26. Toasts
Best Man makes his toast. If the Maid of Honor is
making a toast, she follows.

27. First Dance

The band leader or D] announces the couple. They
can dance the entire song by themselves, or have
the D) invite the rest of the bridal party up for the
second half of the song.

28. Father/Daughter and Mother/Son Dances
On the songs of your choice.

i . license.
of the night. B — cense

2 WEEKS BEFORE

10. Wedding night 7. Contract
The bride and groom usually rent a room for their Sign a contract once you have chosen a specific
wedding night as well. company.

-

THE NIGHT BEFORE

S e

1 DAY BEFORE THE WEDDING
1 WEEK BEFORE OR

ON THE WEDDING DAY

ON THE WEDDING DAY

6 WEEKS BEFORE

8. Font

Choose a font which is appropriate with the design of
the invitations.

9. Order

Always order some extra invitations. To order
invitations, you need to know the number of guests
attending the wedding.

10. Events
See if you need invitations for other events, like a
rehearsal dinner for example.

11. Buying online
If you order your invitations online, check the text
and delivery date.

12. Delivery
Make sure the invitations are delivered in due time to
be sent to all guests.

13. Contract
Write all this information down and sign the
contract.

3. Look for bakers
A. Visit the bakers and caterers who specialize in
weddings and that seem like good choices to
you.

B. Always ask to taste their cake.

C. Ask for demonstrations of decorative elements
such as writing in chocolate if you're not sure.

4. Plans
Draw up your own plans for a cake.

6. Delivery
Ask the baker if they deliver the cake or you need to
pick it up.

7. Contract
Once everything is settled, sign a contract.

8. Follow up

If you have any new ideas on what you want the
wedding cake to look like, keep in touch with your
baker.

1. Choose the bridesmaids
In general, it is the bride's responsibility to pick out
her bridesmaids.

2. Choose the groomsmen
In general, it is the groom's responsibility to pick
out his groomsmen.

3. Flower girls
They spread petals down the aisle for the bride to
walk on flowers.

4. Ring boys

During the exchange of vows, the ring boy hands
the pillow to the couple for them to exchange the
rings.

AN

6-8 MONTHS BEFORE

12 MONTHS BEFORE

1. Type of ceremony

Decide on the type of ceremony you want to have.
You can choose between a religious, a secular or a
interfaith ceremony.

o - - - - o - - - e

1. Settle on a style
There are many types of photography to choose from so
check out some styles before choosing one.

2. Read reviews

Do you have friends that could recommend a good
photographer? Either way, you need to read some
reviews and look for extra opinions before hiring
someone

3. Set up interviews
You need to meet with several photographers before
picking the right one.

4. Pricing

Ask about all the packages available, their price and
benefits. Ask about payment methods, see if you have
to pay up-front or you can pay part of the money after
the wedding.

5. Backup

Ask about backup equipment, it is important. Ask how
old the equipment is. Also ask about the storage space
available.

6. Copies
Ask about the number of DVD copies that you will
receive.

7. Album
A. If you want a wedding album, ask for prices, offers,
types, styles and make your choice.
B. Ask when you can choose the pictures for the
wedding album.

4-6 MONTHS BEFORE

8. See full wedding albums
Photographer will post their best work online, so ask to
see some full wedding albums.

9. Review albums with criticism

Make sure you pay attention to the brightness,
contrast, coloring and other technical details of the
pictures. Don’t focus on useless elements, like what
shoes the guests are wearing.

10. Compatible personalities

Before choosing a photographer, there needs to be
chemistry between you. You need to work with people
you like, people that understand what you want.

11. Compare offers
Compare several packages and see which one offers the
best value for your money.

12. Ask about photo rights

Some photographers will not allow you to post pictures
on your social media accounts unless they have a
watermark. Also discuss the implication of wanting and
printing another wedding album in the future.

13. Picture delivery
Ask when the pictures will be delivered (both DVD and
wedding album).

1. Research
Get a list of transportation companies and set up

meetings with them.
3-6 months before

2. Decorations
Most such rental firms will not allow you to decorate

the cars, so make sure you ask about that.
3-6 months before

3. Cars

Ask to see the car you will be riding in.
3-6 months before

4. Guests
Remember that the decent thing to do is to provide
transportation for your out-of-town wedding guests.

3-6 months before

5. Bridal party

While not mandatory, you should provide
transportation for the bridesmaids and groomsmen
the entire day, as they are helping you with your
wedding.

3-6 months before

6. Payment
Ask about the rental charges and book your
transportation for the entire day. Ask about all the
options available, their price and benefits. Ask about
payment methods, see if you have to pay up-front or
you can pay part of the money after the
wedding.

3-6 months before

6. Bridal shower

Typically it is the maid of honor or chief bridesmaid
who would organize the bridal shower and apart
from knowing it is going to happen the details
should be kept as a surprise from you.

14. Additional items
Consider if you want the same vendor to do your
seating cards, your wedding program, etc.

3-6 MONTHS BEFORE

3. Find an officiant
Use the resources at your disposal to find officiants
in your area.

4. Legal issues

10- 12 MONTHS BEFORE

------ -

Before you hire an officiant, make sure that he is
licensed to perform legal weddings in your state and
that he can show proof to this fact.

5. Discuss ceremony details

When you sit down with each officiant, make sure you
tell him all the your
ceremony to be like

6. Attend another service
Attend another service that the officiant is
conducting.

7. Fees
If the officiant refuses to accept a fee, donate money
to his house of worship.

8. Contract
Sit down wit down all of the
details, including prices, cancellation policies and
backup plans.

5. Alert out of town guests

Make sure you let people who live far away know
it's your wedding before the invitations are ready.
Calling or sending an e-mail is a good idea.

1. Attend a wedding show

Attend a wedding show or exhibition where
you can get an opportunity to sample food
from various caterers in the area. Take
business cards from the ones you are
interested in.

1. Reception site
Check out several locations and decide where you want
your reception to be held.

2. Number of guests
You need to have an approximate number of attending
guests in order to book a venue.

3. Budget

Ask about all the options available, their price and
benefits. Ask about payment methods, see if you have to
pay up-front or you can pay part of the money after the
wedding.

4. Location
It is really important to determine if you want an indoor
our outdoor wedding.

5. Outdoors

For outdoor weddings, you need to inquire about special
rental items that the place may be missing. For public
spaces, you need special authorizations. Also consider
the risks that it may rain on your wedding day.

6. Pictures

When you visit venues, take your camera with you and
take pictures. It will help you keep track of the places you
visited.

7. Ask questions

Ask about the number of people that the place supports,
ask about lights and whatever other facilities the venue
can provide. Ask where you can place the bar, where the
band will place their equipment and sign, where the D]
perform, where can the fruit bar be placed.

2-3 MONTHS BEFORE

9. Guest accommodation

A. Look for places which are close to the wedding
venue preferably, so guests will find it easy to
return after the reception.

B. Try to book accommodations for all guests in one
place.

C. Make sure you have a complete number of out-of-
town guests before booking.

D. Make sure you choose a hotel in a safe place in your
wedding location, as to avoid unpleasant
situations with your guests.

E. Choose a respectable place, with good review so
your guests will be lodged in a nice location.

F. Ask if there are any meals included that the hotel
can provide so that your guests will have
something to eat while they are checked into that
location.

Invitations
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Calligraphy

15. Pick up
Pick up invitations and have them ready to be

mailed.

3. Recommendation

Get a recommendation from other vendors
that you may have decided to work with
already.

4. Visit caterers

Save some time by calling your list of potential
caterers. You can initially pick 5-6 caterers, call
them and meet with 3 of them.

5. Sample menu
Request a sampling of menu item choices.

6. Make a choice
Base your final choice on which wedding
caterer is willing to give you want you want.

7. Sign the contract
Review the contract fully before finalizing
your decision.

\

14. Sign the contract
Once you have chosen your photographer, write the
details in the contract and sign it.

11. Rentals
See if the venue has every thing you need or if you require

any external rentals.
8-10 months before

T

6-10 WEEKS BEFORE

1. Style

1 MONTH BEFORE

If you have a specific type of wedding invitations you
would like, that will be the style you need to go with.

2. Budget
Think about how many guests you have and limit your
budget per invitation to make sure you don’t spend to
much money. Ask about all the packages available, their
price and benefits. Ask about payment methods, see if
you have to pay up-front or you can pay part of the

Wedding
minister
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3. Catalogs

wedding invitations.

4. Quality

printing the invitation.

5. Print

6. Calligraphy

7. Samples

8-10 MONTHS

money after the wedding.

look for catalogs or galleries of
Ink Jet, Laser, Wax Ink, Offset or

Both online and offline,

Always ask about the quality of the paper/carton used in

Ask about the printing method that the wedding
invitation vendor uses -
Flat printing, Thermography, Engraving, Letterpress.

Decide if you also need a calligrapher to manually write
your invitations or maybe your envelopes.

When you meet with vendors from this category, ask
to see some samples of their previous invitations.

BEFORE

1. Favorite songs 6. Band

“You need to first establish the following
songs:

- Bouquet Toss Songs

- Wedding Dinner Songs

- Introduction Songs

- Cake Cutting Songs

- Father & Daughter Songs
- First Dance Songs

- Garter Toss Songs

- Last Dance Songs

- Mother & Son Songs”

3. Basics

You need to learn which part of the wedding
requires which type of music. You can find out
that information via online and offline
research, but you can also ask some friends
that recently got married.

4. Permissions

Some ceremony sites and officiants may have
strict guidelines about which music can and
can’t be played during a ceremony.

5. Venue
Consider the size of your venue when putting
together your ensemble.

A. The most often way for people to choose a
band is to look amongst the bands that have
played at other weddings they've
attended.

B. Figure out if you want a band that includes a
specificinstrument.

C. When you hear about a band, look for their
website and listen to some of the tunes they

play.
D. Ask to meet the band leader in person.

E. If all goes well, ask to see them perform,
maybe crash in on another wedding just to
listen to a couple of songs.

F. Provide a list with your favorite and least
favorite songs. Ask of they can play (or learn to
play) your favorite tunes.

G. Ask for how many hours they can play music
and make sure you book them for the entire
evening.

H. Ask if they have everything they need,
including sound and light equipment, backups
and any other stage elements.

I. See if it's possible to dance to one of the songs
played by the band before the wedding.

J. When every detail has been established,
sign the contract.

1. Look for ideas

While your wedding theme might automatically
suggest the type of wedding cake, this won't always be
self-evident or in line with your other preferences.

2. Budget

A. Once you've got some idea of the type of cake
you'd like, you'll need to work out how much money
you have to spend on the cake. Be realistic and
compare the prices of various cake vendors.

B. Ask about all the options available, their price
and benefits. Ask about payment methods, see if
you have to pay up-front or you can pay part of the
money after the wedding.




